Ki                          STORM  OVER  THE   LAND

second only to Lee among living Confederate generals. The anxiety of the
North was phrased: "Grant is a long way from home and anything can
happen to him.'
In. hundreds of caves dug in die clay hillsides of the besieged city, women

and children wondered how long till the end. One eyewitness told of seeing
a \vomn faint as a shell burst a few feet from her. He saw three children
knocked down bv the dirt flung out from one explosion. "The little ones
picked themselves op, and wiping the dust from their eyes, hastened on.9

Yet thj-sc were minor incidents to the thousands whose daily monotonous
merra of mule and horse meat with parched com had ran out in latter June.
Pcniberton, as lie had said he would, killed the last dog for food. Then what?
Then he fed the men of his garrison on rats, cane shoots, and bark. Some of
tie men standing in the firing trenches were wobbly on their legs. Peinber-
ton was obeying instructions from President Davis to hold Vicksburg at all
costs.

CHAPTER   XIII
GETTYSBURG-VIC KSBURG
THE President on June ijth of '63 issued a call for 100,000 troops, from
Pennsylvania (50,000), Maryland (10,000), West Virginia (10,000), Ohio
(30,000), to serve for six monthss unless sooner discharged, against "armed
insurrectionary combinations threatening to make inroads' into the States
named* Nothing like the number called for sprang forward to enlist.
The Pennsylvania Governor urged that with the enemy six miles from
Chambersburg, and advancing to threaten the State capital, men should not
quibble; the President had fixed the term of service at six months, but it was
not intended they should serve longer than the immediate emergency. The
Governor of Maryland issued an appeal to loyal men, trying to overcome
their fears that once sworn into the United States service they would be sent
out of the State. The Governor of New Jersey hurried two regiments of
militia to Harrisbtirg, but whea they learned they must take an oath and be
mustered into the Federal Army they went back to New Jersey. The Secre-
tary of War called for help from the governors of thirteen States. Thirty
regiments of Pennsylvania militia,, besides artillery and cavalry, and nineteen
regiments from New York, were mobilized at Harrisburg tinder General
Couch from the Army of the Potomac.
From day to day through latter June the news overshadowing all else in